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Friday, November 1, 2013 

 

 

Dear friend of Holy Wisdom Monastery: 

 

Community life at Holy Wisdom Monastery is blossoming. Over the course 

of this calendar year, we welcomed five Benedictine Sojourners to join our 

life of prayer, work, study, and leisure, and in return, we receive their gifts 

and life experiences. These five women left their homes and their work 

while making a commitment to be with us for six months to a year. 

 

The sojourners are a vital part of our 

community life, and we need your 

help to nurture and grow this 

experience. Your donation before 

December 31, 2013 helps support 

Holy Wisdom Monastery and the 

community-building opportunities 

like the Benedictine Sojourners. A gift 

of any size will demonstrate support 

for this new experience of monastic 

life! 

 

For the Benedictine Sojourners, the sisters aim to provide a setting where 

single Christian women live in community with us, learn Benedictine 

spirituality and values, and reflect on the meaning and purpose of their life. 

This experience can provide an opportunity for personal, vocational and 

spiritual growth through living the daily rhythm of Benedictine life, 

including classes, meetings with spiritual mentors, work in the ministries, 

service in the community, and participation in the community life at the 

monastery. 

 

 



Your donation before the end of the year helps us cover some of the costs  

of hosting Benedictine Sojourners, including room and board, a modest 

stipend, and health insurance coverage. We hope you will participate in 

supporting the sojourners as they experience all the forms of community 

that Holy Wisdom Monastery has to offer. 

 

Part of the Benedictine Sojourner 
experience is turning inward for self-
discovery and reflection in order to bring 
one’s gifts back to the world. Another part 
of it is forming community with others of 
different backgrounds and experiences. The 
sojourners come from a variety of Christian 
traditions, including the United Methodist, 
Baptist, Episcopalian, Presbyterian, Roman 
Catholic and Evangelical traditions. They 
also come from various locations – from the 
Fox Valley in Wisconsin, to the east coast, 
and one who traveled here from a 
missionary call in China. The sojourners 
become a part of the Sunday Assembly 
worshipping community, which has grown 
in membership to over 225 households and 
an average of 190 attendees per Sunday. 
 

Will you take part in supporting their experience at the monastery with a 

donation by December 31? We want to continue to offer this experience to 

be a sojourner as well as other unique opportunities. Having 300 people 

attend our Ash Wednesday liturgy last February when we featured Sister 

Simone Campbell, SSS of NETWORK is one example. Sister Simone 

provided a reflection on her experience with Nuns on the Bus and 

economic justice realities in our country. 

  

 



Some people ask why women want to come to the monastery for 

this experience?  
 

Trish tells me that she is impressed with how the sisters’ way of life is a 

contemporary expression of Benedictine life, rooted in tradition. Women 

and men have followed the Rule of Benedict for 1,500 years. She feels the 

Benedictine way can be a way for everybody, and is as relevant today as it 

was 1,500 years ago. 
 

Rosy appreciates that living the 

Benedictine way is one way to live the 

Gospel, but we don’t always get this 

opportunity in modern society. Living  

at Holy Wisdom Monastery is a way  

to pursue the Gospel ideals and work  

in ministry.  
 

Sarah appreciates living in a 

multigenerational community and 

wanted to learn how to live a more 

balanced life. 
 

Brenda sums it up in two words: exploration and experience. 
 

She sees Benedictine Sojourners as a way to experience and explore 

ecumenism and a shared way of communal life. The opportunity also 

provides practical ways to care for the earth by collecting prairie seed for 

future restoration efforts, and harvesting fruits and vegetables for dinner. 
 

Another sojourner describes the experience as unique because it is steeped 

in Benedictine tradition, but has a new sense of openness and hospitality. 

She sees monasticism as a stabilizing force in the world. How does 

monasticism meet the world in new ways to address violence and injustice, 

she asks? That’s what Holy Wisdom Monastery is about.  
 

Your donation will go a long way to support the Benedictine Sojourner 

experience and other community opportunities at the monastery like the 

oblate community. The oblate community currently has 185 members and 

aims to integrate Benedictine spirituality into their lives. The five 

 



sojourners recently attended an oblate-sponsored retreat focused on the 
Enneagram. This year, 14 women and men are preparing to join the oblate 
community. 
 

There is a real craving in our world to look at life in a deeper way, and I 

hope you will consider a gift to support these efforts. Please consider a gift 

to the Benedictine Life Foundation of Wisconsin, Inc. to support the 

community-building efforts at Holy Wisdom Monastery! Your support 

continues to make it possible to host retreats like the Sacred Mystery 

retreat with Barbara Marx Hubbard that we co-sponsored with the 

Christine Center in August for over 200 people. 

 

You can make a gift today by returning a check made out to the Benedictine 

Life Foundation or credit card number with the enclosed return envelope. 

You can make a donation online at benedictinewomen.org/donate. If 

you are interested in making a monthly donation electronically through 

your checking account, or would like to make a gift of stock, please contact 

Mike Sweitzer-Beckman, director of development, at 608-836-1631, x124, 

mikesb@benedictinewomen.org. 

 

I invite you to visit the monastery in 

the next year and experience the 

community life here. You are 

welcome to participate in Sunday 

Assembly worship at 9:00 am, 

consider joining the oblate 

community, or stay in our Retreat & 

Guest House for a personal retreat. 

 

With peace and blessings, 

 
Mary David Walgenbach 

Prioress 

 

PS: You can donate online by visiting benedictinewomen.org/donate, 

or by returning a donation in the enclosed envelope by December 31. 

 


